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CHATTING WITH
THE MAYOR

Marilyn Wilson and Carol Shoults, two dedicated Meals
on Wheels volunteers, were in search of a way to get new,
fresh meals to seniors in need when Jim with our local
Bridgeton Imo’s graciously offered help. On Friday,
May 1st, Jim and his staff prepared and donated 10"
pizzas to every Meals on Wheels recipient within the
City of Bridgeton. The program received
numerous calls from gracious seniors
who haven’t been able to leave their home or eat
out for several weeks. Our generous neighbors
continue to ensure our community stays together,
even when we are forced apart!

Council Appoints Gretchen Luke
After decades of service, Councilmember Ferd Fetsch has
retired effective March 31, 2020. At the April 1, 2020 City Council
meeting Gretchen Luke was appointed to fill the newly-vacant position
of Councilmember in Ward 3 until the official municipal election takes
place on June 2nd.
Ms. Luke holds a Bachelor’s of Science in Management and has served
as a volunteer on the Bridgeton Special Events Commission since 2017.
Her contact information can be found on the City’s website or on the
cover of your quarterly Bridgeton Banner.
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GOVERNOR PARSON
POSTPONES MUNICIPAL
ELECTIONS
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WHERE DOES YOUR
REAL ESTATE TAX GO?
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The Impact of the Coronavirus on the City of Bridgeton
The world has changed for
nearly everyone as a result of
the Coronavirus pandemic.
Daily activities have been
altered, social distancing is
required, covering your nose
and mouth with a mask is now
considered the norm, and not
the exception, and churches
have had to turn to audio
visual presentations with no one able to attend
services in person.
The operations of the City of Bridgeton have also
been impacted. The Bridgeton Recreation Center, the
Bridgeton Municipal Athletic Complex (BMAC) and
Bridgeton City Hall have all closed their doors to the
public. City Council meetings are being held remotely
using video conferencing websites and most Bridgeton
Boards and Commissions have stopped meeting.
Many of our area businesses have had to either shut
their doors or alter their operations. Think about the
impact on the restaurants in town, those who chose
to remain open were required to close their dining

rooms allowing for only drive-thru, curbside pick-up,
or delivery service. Many of the hotels in town are
nearly vacant because so few people are traveling.
Two hotels in town have chosen to cease operations
entirely during the pandemic.
As a result of business operations stopping or greatly
being reduced, the city is concerned about the
impact this will have on the revenue needed to
operate and provide services to residents. Sales tax
revenue, generated from the businesses in town, is
expected to decrease significantly because many are
shut down, or are expecting significantly lower sales
numbers. The hotel/motel tax revenue, likewise, will
shrink. Bridgeton City Administration’s best estimate
is that the city will experience a budget shortfall
between $2-million to $2.5-million in tax revenue
as a result of the virus’ impact.
Steps had to be taken to insure the financial stability
of the city. The City Council was divided on which
steps needed to be implemented in an effort to
balance the budget, but in the end a plan was
approved. The plan affects everyone: residents,
city employees and elected officials.

THE PLAN INCLUDES THE FOLLOWING PROVISIONS:
– Single family homeowners will begin paying for trash, recycling and
yard waste service on July 1, 2020. The cost is less than $15 per
month ($14.70). The City Council intends to resume paying for
collection services at your home from the city’s general fund in the
Fiscal Year 2021. To clarify a common misconception, there is no
specific tax collected to cover the cost of trash service. The money
used to pay for this service is taken out of the general fund. 		
Anticipated Savings $294,325

– A city-wide hiring freeze has been implemented and overtime pay,
such as for the 4th of July, has been curtailed. Savings $124,508

– Eighteen full-time city employees and most part-part employees have
been furloughed for 12 weeks. These employees are primarily in the
parks, streets and public works department. The only department
not impacted is Police.
Anticipated Savings $313,331

– Another $16,000 in smaller cost savings will also be

– All capital expenditures, which include construction projects (street
and stormwater), equipment purchases and vehicles, have been
postponed.
Savings $1,260,891
– The Bridgeton Independence Day festivities, including the parade and
fireworks show, have been cancelled for this year.
Anticipated Savings $39,000

– All employee and elected official travel outside of city limits will not
be reimbursed, meaning no conferences or educational training. 		
Savings $37,356
– Employee health care costs will remain the same, no increase.		
Savings $255,410

achieved under this plan, bringing the total amount of
reduced spending to approximately $2,340,000.

No one liked making these reductions, but in order
to keep the city finances in order, action needed to
be taken. Once the city starts seeing improvement
in cash flow, the actions will be rescinded, ideally by
the end of this calendar year.

3

Governor Parson Postpones
Municipal Elections
On March 18, 2020 Governor Parson signed an Executive Order postponing all municipal elections in the State of Missouri to June 2, 2020.
“Given the growing concern surrounding COVID-19 and the large
number of people elections attract, postponing Missouri’s municipal
elections is a necessary step to help combat the spread of the virus and
protect the health and safety of Missouri voters,” Governor Parson said.
“Postponing an election is not easy, but we are all in this together.
We are thankful to Secretary Ashcroft and our 116 election authorities
for their leadership, cooperation, and commitment to doing what is
best for their communities during this time.”
For ballot information and deadlines, including absentee voting, please
visit: stlouisco.com/yourgovernment/electionboard.

Home Improvement Program (HIP)
Funding Available
Federal funds are available for the Home
Improvement Program (HIP), a program to
provide technical advice and financial assistance
to qualified homeowners for a variety of home repairs.
St. Louis County’s Office of Community Development,
Home Improvement Program staff, administers the program.
Approved repairs or replacements necessary to maintain the City’s
housing code standards are eligible. A participant can receive 100%
of the cost of correcting authorized repairs, based on a maximum
benefit limit of $5,000. A participant is required to sign a 5-year
Forgivable Loan that will be recorded with the St. Louis County’s
Recorder of Deeds office. Every year you own and reside in the
property without renting, selling or transferring ownership, 20%
($1,000) of the total amount of forgivable loan ($5,000) is reduced.
An applicant must be the owner and occupant of the
property. Household income from all occupants must
meet established low-moderate income guidelines, and
homeowners must be current with their St. Louis County
real estate taxes. Applicants are added to a waiting list and
served on a first-come first-served basis until all funds are
committed. To apply, call 314-615-8232.

2020 CENSUS REMINDER
By now, all Bridgeton residents should
have received an invitation to participate
in the 2020 census. The invitation will
have a pin number associated with your
name and address; this allows each person
to participate online, by phone, or by mail.
Remember, the census provides critical
data that lawmakers, business owners,
teachers, and many others use to provide
daily services, products, and support for
you and the City of Bridgeton. Our local fire
districts, the Pattonville School District,
Interstates 70 and 270, as well as local
families in need could all benefit from the
data you provide in your census.
Visit 2020census.gov to read more about
what to expect and how to participate.
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Spotlight of the Month
The purpose of the Spotlight of the Month is to celebrate the hard work and
consistent effort of patrons at the Bridgeton Recreation Center. Thank you for
your participation at our facility!
If you know of someone you think deserves a little extra
recognition for their dedication to their health, send a shout out
to kchase@bridgetonmo.com.

May

Jack and Susan Duepner

April

Rich and Pam Taylor

June
Jane Litteken
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Mosquito Control
Not only are
mosquitoes a
summer nuisance,
they also pose a
potential health
threat as they can
transmit mosquitoborne diseases such as west
nile virus, encephalitis, dengue,
malaria and canine heart worm.
The best way to protect against
mosquito-borne disease is to
prevent mosquito bites.

Mosquitoes develop only in water.
Water standing for over a week
can produce a crop of mosquitoes.
Eliminating standing water is the
most important thing that can be
done to help eliminate mosquitoes.
Please look around your home and
front/side/back yards and don’t
give mosquitoes a new home.
n

Drain any standing water in your
yard such as in toys, flowerpots
or ponding in the yard.

If you are experiencing a problem
with mosquitoes, here are a few
suggestions for avoiding mosquito
bites:

n

Change water in your birdbaths,
fountains, wading pools and
animal water bowls at least twice
a week.

n

Make sure roof gutters drain
properly and clean clogged
gutters in the spring and fall.

n

Wear a long-sleeve shirt, long
pants, and a hat when going into
mosquito-infested areas, such as
wetlands or woods.

n

Stay indoors from dusk to dawn,
if possible, when mosquitoes are
the most active.

n

Use mosquito repellent when
necessary. Read the label and
carefully follow instructions.
Take special care when using
repellent on children.

n

Use yellow bulbs for your
outside lights as they do not
draw as many insects as
white lights.

n

Purple Martins feed on mosquitoes, so if you are a bird lover,
a Purple Martin bird house will
help with this problem.

If you wish
to spray your yard to control
mosquitoes, your local hardware
store can recommend insecticides
or natural repellents that are
effective and approved by the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA). Here are two over-thecounter foggers that have been
approved by the EPA.
n

Ortho “Mosquito B Gon” –
hooks up to your garden hose

n

“Cutter Yard Guard”

These products are sprayed on
your vegetation leaving a residue.
When mosquitoes hide in the
vegetation from the sun, they get
the chemical on their legs and it
kills them. This spray will last up to
four weeks even with light rain, but
after a heavy storm, it washes away.
The City will continue to provide
information to our residents in
an effort to increase awareness of
mosquito control. Please call
the Department of Public Works
at 314-739-7665 if you have any
questions regarding mosquito
control.
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Highway Safety Patrol Task Force Update
During the months of March and April Bridgeton Police Officers participated
in a Highway Safety Task Force which involved members of the Florissant,
Hazelwood, and St. Louis County Police Departments as well as the Missouri
State Highway Patrol. The I-270 Enforcement Group was formed to address
dangerous, aggressive and hazardous driving on one of the areas busiest
interstates. The purpose of the enforcement campaign was to reduce the
dangerous driving that is occurring everyday on I-270, ahead of the
Missouri Department of Transportation’s major construction project from
I-70 to Bellefontaine Road.
During this cooperative effort Bridgeton Officers made 128 stops, wrote
142 hazardous violations, and made 2 felony arrests on the highway
within the city limits of Bridgeton. Officers noted the fastest speed
clocked was 104 miles per hour.
By working together using high visibility and enforcement activity these departments successfully encouraged
safe driving for the safety of MODOT workers and all drivers using the I-270 corridor during the construction period.
With the limited amount of traffic traveling on our roadways as a result of the stay-at- home order for COVID-19,
we have seen an increase of overall traffic speeds. Please keep this in mind while traveling. Stay safe!

Lawn Maintenance Reminder
One thing the COVID-19 pandemic has not stopped
this spring is the growth of grass and the need to
mow your lawn.
As a reminder, the City’s ordinance, Section 255.010,
states that property owners are not allowed any
growth of grass or weeds to a height of over ten (10)
inches. Weeds, grass and shrubs must also be
maintained to avoid obstructing rights of way or
utilities. Despite the shutdown of city buildings
and other social distancing measures, the City’s code
enforcement personnel are still working.
The procedure on tall grass and similar complaints
remains unchanged from previous years; following

a complaint, a code enforcement officer will visit the
address and check for compliance.
If a property is determined to be non-compliant, a
code enforcement officer will post a Notice of Violation
on the property and mail a written violation to the
property owner. If the violation is not corrected
within five (5) days, the City will contract to have the
property mowed and charge the cost to the owner.
A special tax bill containing the mowing expense and
City’s administrative fee will be assessed against the
property and added to the property owner’s yearly
real estate tax bill. The same process will take place
each time the property becomes out of compliance.
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PODS, Dumpsters &
Storage Trailers
As your spring cleaning turns into summer projects,
the City would like to remind you that a permit is
required if you are planning to use a dumpster,
portable on-demand storage unit (“PODS”) and/or
storage trailer at your home. The cost for the permit
is $50 and it is valid for fifteen (15) days. Only two of
these permits may be issued for any lot or parcel of
property in a twelve (12) month period. If your project
needs a little more time, you may submit a written
request to the City for an additional fifteen (15) days.
A dumpster/PODS/storage trailer cannot be placed in
the public right-of-way and cannot interfere with the
free and safe flow of vehicular and pedestrian traffic.
If your project has an active building permit issued
by the City, a dumpster permit is not required.
For additional information, call the Public Works
Department at 739-7665.
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